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interview

Why extend the haldex product range 
with tpMS?

Bordes: Vehicle safety is a major priority at 
Haldex. from this perspective, tpMs fits per-
fectly with Haldex’s  strategy. and because 
it was our ambition to integrate tpMs into 
the Haldex eB+ trailer eBs, it was logical to 
use the Can-Bus instead of external com-
munication to stay in touch with the truck. 
tpMs is, consequently, just an extension of 
the product range.

roblin: in addition, we are of the opinion 
it is better not to wait until tpMs one day 

‘enormous  
 potential’

A look behind the Haldex TPMS and how the 
customer benefits: a conversation between 
European Sales Director Franck Bordes and 
Sales Manager OEM France Christophe Roblin.

becomes compulsory. the advantages of tire 
pressure and temperature monitoring, espe-
cially on a trailer, are so great that such a 
system cannot be delayed.

What was the biggest challenge in de-
veloping the system?

roblin: on the one hand, accounting for 
wheel changes; on the other, practical 
mounting of the sensor. we have man-
aged to design the Haldex tpMs to auto-
matically reconfigure itself after a wheel 
change. furthermore, the sensor is mounted 
on the wheel rim in such a way that the 

tire can be changed without damaging 
the sensor.

tpMS systems are still an exception on 
tractor units today. Why put tpMS on 
semi-trailers?

Bordes: experts constantly tell us that a  
tire pressure Monitoring system is particu-
larly important for semi-trailers. the driver 
can monitor trailer tire pressure without 
having to leave the truck. in addition, the 
driver immediately knows if brake tem-
peratures are abnormal so a decision can 
be made on the spot to avoid possible 
risks and to prevent further damage and, 
thereby, unexpected costs.

What is gained by having tpMS on the 
semi-trailer?

Bordes: Correct tire pressure optimises fuel 
consumption and the service life of a tire: 
it prevents unnecessary fuel consumption 
and greatly reduces the danger of a blow-
out. according to tire manufacturer findings, 
85 percent of tire blowouts are due to un-
derinflation.

roblin: extreme forces are unleashed when 
a tire explodes. this not only endangers oth-
er people on the road but can also cause im-
mense damage to the superstructure.
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Bordes: overheating of brakes can also 
damage the boss, bearings, brake pads and 
brake disc, leading to extremely high addi-
tional costs. not only tires, but also the entire 
periphery benefits from the Haldex tpMs.

the intelligent tire with a built-in chip 
will come. Which role does the haldex 
tpMS play in this?

Bordes: Haldex does not yet have a direct 
role in this, but one can easily imagine that 
a tpMs sensor would considerably simplify 
the procedure and would also be suitable for 
reliable transmission of data from the tire to 
the semi-trailer eBs. Both systems comple-
ment each other perfectly.

at present, not every truck can-Bus 
can read the tpMS signal. is the system 
ahead of its time?

Bordes: this does not in any way prevent us 
from addressing those customers who are 
taking a pioneering role here. some truck 
manufacturers are ahead of others on this 
point and offer the option of viewing trailer 
data on the dashboard. we think it is only 
a question of time before full compatibility 
is established.

roblin: in any case, the customer can view 
all important values at the Haldex info Cen-
tre on the semi-trailer. in addition, the Hal-
dex tpMs is telematics-capable via eB+ and 
can keep fleet management up to date in 
real time.

is it now a case of the trailer pushing 
the tractor unit?

Bordes: i would put it this way: some trucks 
are limping behind the trailer in this case. 
However, i don’t expect truck manufacturers 
will allow this deficiency for long. 

interview

tires constitute only a fraction of the to-
tal cost of a truck. Why do this?

roblin: the savings potential is, neverthe-
less, considerable. this is easy to understand 
using the tpMs Roi Calculator, which you 
can access on our web page, by the way.

you have already tested the cost calcula-
tor on some fleets. how did they react 
to it?

roblin: Very few would have thought such 
enormous potential savings were possible. 
or to put it another way, all of them were 
astounded at how much money can be 
saved through correct tire pressure. it is, by 
no means, just fuel consumption that is di-
rectly related to tire pressure.

how quickly does the investment pay 
for itself?

Bordes: as a rule, tpMs pays for itself in 
much less than a year provided the custom-
er really pays attention to tire pressure. an 
example: over a twelve-year vehicle life for 
a refrigerated semi-trailer, the savings can 
quickly exceed more than euR 15,000.

roblin: what is special about the tpMs 
Roi Calculator is that it takes into account a 
number of typical parameters that can vary 
significantly from customer to customer. 
whilst one haulier may be subject to a con-

tractual penalty upon late delivery, another 
may not. our calculator can reflect custom-
er-specific circumstances precisely.

it has also been shown that tire tem-
perature monitoring is far more impor-
tant than has generally been assumed, 
correct?

roblin: there is a good reason why we also 
monitor temperature: fairly often the pressure 
is correct, but the temperature is high. other 
factors may lie behind this, such as brakes that 
have become hot.

 tHe tPmS SenSor SitS direCtlY on tHe 
WHeel rim and iS eaSY to inStall.

Haldex tPmS 
at a GlanCe
the Haldex tPmS monitors both the pres-
sure and the temperature of each individual 
trailer tire and is fully integrated in the Hal-
dex eBS for semi-trailers. Hence, data from 
the tire pressure monitoring system can be 
transmitted by Can-Bus to the display in 
the driver’s cab without an extra antenna. 
the sensor transmits its signals directly and 
without an external antenna to the remote 
Communication Unit (rCU), which is compat-
ible with the Can-Bus.

the wheel sensor is robust (service life ap-
proximately eight years depending on fre-
quency of use as well as temperature) and 
is flexibly bound to the wheel rim. in com-
parison with a traditionally rigid connection, 
the risk of damage to a flexible connection, 
when, for example, fitting a tire, is signifi-
cantly less. if a wheel is replaced, the Haldex 
tPmS recognises the changed circumstances 
and reconfigures the system accordingly.

 Haldex tPmS monitorS and diSPlaYS tHe 
PreSSUre of eaCH indiVidUal tire.

 tHe tPmS roi* CalCUlator SHoWS HoW 
qUiCKlY tHe SYStem PaYS for itSelf.

 tHe SYStem aUtomatiCallY reConfiGUreS 
itSelf after a WHeel HaS Been rePlaCed.

 a WarninG iS SHoWn direCtlY on tHe diSPlaY 
if a trUCK’S Can-BUS iS State-of-tHe-art.

More info on the haldex youtube channel at 
www.haldex.com

* Roi = Return on investment




